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Certificate of Correction 

SIR: 

Applicants herewith submit a Certificate of Correction and a copy of 
the last submitted Amendment. 

Applicants noticed that the claims In the issued patent were 
renumbered. For example claim 1 in the issued patent was listed as claim 
10 in the Amendment submitted on September 2, 2003- This change 
affected the claim pendency. Please refer to the following table: 
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Applicants request a correction as stated in the attached Certificate of 
Correction, form PTO/SB/44. 



Respectfully submitted, 
For Applicants 

Robert W. Mason, Reg. No,: 42,848 

Sr. Intellectual Property Officer 

Kinetic Concepts, Inc. 

Legal Department - Intellectual Property 

P.O. Box 659508 

San Antonio, Texas 78265-9508 

Telephone: 210.255.6271 

Facsimile: 210.255.6969 

E-mail: robert.mason@kci1.com 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Page 1 of 1 

PATENT NO, : 7.214,202 B1 

APPLICATION NO.i 09/458.280 
ISSUE DATE : May 8, 2007 

INVENTORCS) : Rj^hard C. Vogel, David M. Tumey, Susan P. Morris. L Tab Randolph 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown betow: 

Column 11 , !lne 12, claim 3 replace "claim 1" with "claim 2" 
Column 11, line 16. ciaim 4 replace "claim 1" with "daim 2" 
Column 11, line 20. claim 5 replace "claim T with "daim 2" 
Column 11, line 27, daim 6 replace "claim 1" with "daim 2*" 
Column 12, line 5. claim 11 replace "claim 1" with ""daim 2" 
Column 12, line 9, claim 12 replace "daiml" with "daim 2" 
Column 12. line 13. claim 13 replace "claim 1" with "daim 2" 
CoJumn 12, line 20. daim 14 replace "claim 1" with "daim 2" 
Column 12, fine 23. claim 15 replace "claim 1" with "claim 2" 
Column 12, line 25. daim 16 replace "daim 1" with "claim 2" 
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compiete, including gattwring, preparing, and submitting tha completed ©ppBcatitsn ferm ia the USPTO. time will vary depending upon the IftdiSrt'duaJ easa. Any 
aammanta on the amount Of tim9 you require to comptot* this form and/or 3Uflge>tiOAS for f«ductng Ihia burden, should be Mrtt to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and TrademarK Office. U.S. Department of Commen». P.O. Box 14S0, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO TMIS ADDRESS, 3£ND TO: Attention CortSficate of Corrections Branch, ConnnnissiDner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Atexandrlai 
VA 22313-1450. 
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Examiner 
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Customer No. 
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VOGEL, et al. 
December 10, 1999 
3764 

DEMELLE, Danton 

VAC.331A.US 
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Con&tmation No. 



Title 



THERAPEUTIC APPARATUS FOR TREATING ULCERS 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 



CERTIFICATE OF MAIUNG 
37 C.F.R- § 1.8 
I hereby ceiti^ thai tbit eonespondcoM is being deposiud 
with tbe VS. Postal Service as Pint Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to iiic Commissioner ftr Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
AlesmdiiA, VA 22313-1450, on tbt date 




Datfc 




Dear Sir or Madam: 



AMENDMENT B 
Response to Paper No. 15 



la response to the OflSce action of March 3, 2003, please amend ttie above-identifled 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of this 
paper. 



Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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Reply to Office Action of March 3, 2003 

Ataendments to th^ rlaiing! 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versionsj aad listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A medical apparatus for therapeutic treatment of foot ulcers, 
comprisiQg: 

a wound dressing for introduction of a negative pressure over a first region of a patient's 
foot including a wound; wherein said wound dressing is comprised of a porous foam positioned 
within said foot ulcer, a dr^e for covering and sealing said foam withia said foot ulcer, and a 
fluid communication means in fluid communication with said foam; 

a foot wrap having an inflatable bladder for applying a compressive force over a second 
region of said patient's foot, concurrent with the introduction of said negative pressure, to 
compress the veins of said patient's foot and thereby partially empty said veins; 

a negative pressure source for supplying negative pressure to said wound dressing 
through said fluid communication means; and 

a positive pressure source for supplying compressive force to said foot wrap : wherein 
said positive pressure source is comprised of a compressor for filling a reservoir to a target 
pressure, a control circuit for shutting off said compressor when said target pressure is reached 
and releasing said air into said inflatable bladder until an equilibrium pressure is reached 
between said reservoir and said inflatable bladder. 



No. 6388 . .P. 8 
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App. No. 09/458,280 

Dated September 2, 2003 
Reply to Office Action of March 3, 2003 

Claim 2 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least soroe part of said foot 
wrap overlaps at least some part of said wound dressing such that at least a portion of said 
second region overl^s said first region. 

Claim 3 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherem at least some part of said foot 
wrap overlaps at least some part of said wound dressing such that at least a portion of said 
second region overlaps said wound. 

Claim 4 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 

at least a portion of said wound dressing comprises elastically compressible foam 

overlappiag said wound; and 

at least some part of said foot wrap overlggjs at least some part of said wound dressing 

such that said second region overlaps said foarcL 

Claim 5 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherem; 

said negative pressure source comprises a suction pump; and 

said positive pressure source comprises a ventable source of pressurized gas. 

Claim 6 (origtaal) The medical apparatus of claim 5, further comprising a control system for 

defining the negative appHcatioD of pressure to said wound dressing and the positive application 

of force to said foot wr^. 

Claim 7 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 6, wherein said negative ^pUcation of 
pressure aspect of said control system comprises: 

a vacuum sensor for measuring the negative pressure supphed to said wonnd dressing; 

and 

a first feedback mechanism for controlling, responsive to said measured negative pressue, 
said suction pump. 

3 
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App. No. 09/458,280 ' 
Amdt Dated September 2, 2002 
Reply to Office Actiaa of Maich 3, 2003 

Claim 8 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 6, wherein said positive application of 
pressure aspect of said control system comprises: 

a pressure transducer for measxmng the positive force supplied to said foot wrap; and 

a second feedback mechanism for controlling, responsive to said measured positive force, 
the venting of said source or pressurized gas into said foot wrap. 
Claim 9 (original) The medical apparatus of claim 6, wherein: 

said suction pump and said ventable source of pressurized gas comprise a single 
iDtegrated compressor and vacuum pump unit; and 

said control system controls said integrated compressor and vacuum pump unit 
responsive to both negative pressure supplied to said wound and positive force supplied to said 

4 

foot wrap. 

Claim 10 (currently amended) An apparatus for treatment of ulcers located on the heel or 
metatarsal head regions of a foot, comprising: 

a dressing for a5)plying a negative pressure to the heel or metatarsal head regions of a 
foot; and 

a compressive element for applying a positive compressive force to a compressible 
re^ons of the foot including the plantar arch regio n; wherein said compressive element is 
comprised of a compressor for filling a reservoir to a target pressure, a control circuit for shutting 
off said compressor when said target pressure is reached and releasing said air hxto said 
compressible regions until an equilibrium pressure is reached between said reservoir and said 
compressible region . 
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Reply to Office Action of March 3, 2003 

Claim 11 (previously presented) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least some * 
portion of said foot wrap is operable to overlap at least some part of said wound dressing 
wherein at least a portion of said second region overlaps said first region* 
Claim 12 (previously presented) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least some part of 
said foot wrap is operable to overlap at least some part of said wound dressing wherein at least a 
portion of said second region overlaps said wound. 

Claim 13 (previously presented) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein; 

at least a portion of said wound dressing comprises elasticaUy compressible foam 
overlapping said wound; and 

at least some part of said foot wrap is operable to overlap at least some part of said 
wound dressing such that said second region overlaps said foam* 

Claim 14 (previously presented) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein the positive pressure 
source is operable to supply said compressive force intermittently. 

Claim 15 (previously presented) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein the positive pressure 
source comprises an osciUattag air compressor 

Claim 16 (previously presented) The medical apparatus of claim 1, wherein the negative 

pressure source is operable to supply said negative pressure intermittently 

Claim 17 (currently amended) A medical apparatus for therapeutic treatment of foot ulcers, 

comprising: 

a wound dressing for introduction of a negative pressure over a first region of a patient's 
foot including a wound, wherein said wound dressing is comprised of a poroxis foam positioned 
within said foot ulcer, a drape for covering and sealing said foam within said foot ulcer, and a 
fluid communication means in fluid communication with said foam; 

5 
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Amdt Dated Septcniber 2, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of Maich 3, 2003 

a foot wrap having aa ioJflatable bladder for applying a compressive force over a second 
region of the patient's foot, the second region at least partially overlapping the first region; 

a negative pressxtre soiirce that supphes negative pressure to the wound dressing through 
said fluid communication means; and 

a positive pressure source that supplies compressive force to the foot wrap : wherein said 
positive pressure source is comnrised of a compressor for filling a reservoir to a target pressin^^ a 
control circuit for shutting off said compressor when said target pressure is reached and releasing 
said air into said itiflatahle bladder until an equilibrium pressure is reached between said 
reservoir and said inflatable bladder . 
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App. No. 09/458,280 

AmdL Dated September 2, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of March 3, 2003 

I^MARKS/ARGUMENTS 
Claims 1-17 remain in this application. Claims 1,10, and 17 have been amendecL The 
following issues are outstanding in the Office Action dated March 3, 2003: 

- Claims 1-5, 10-13^ and 17 were rejected under 35 U-S.C. § 103(a) as being 
ur5>ateixtable over Jacbos et al» U*S. Patent No. 5,489^59 (hereinafter referred to as 
"Jaobos'') in view of Thorn et al. Great Britain Patent No. 2,195,255 (hereinafter 
referred to as 'Thom*") and Scarbenry et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,222,478 (hereinafter 
referred to as "Scarbeiry"). 

- Claims 1-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tumey et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,443,440 (hereinafter refefrred to a^ **Tiimey") in view 
of Thorn, Scarberry, and Jacobs. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections and objections, and in ligjit of the 
following remarks requests reconsideration and withdrawal thereof. 
Claim Relections -35 USC SlQ3(a); Jcabos in view of Thorn and Scarberry 

Exanxiner has rejected Claims 1-5 10-13, and 17 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
ui^atentable over Jacbos m view of Thorn and Scarberry. A device is unpatentable under §103 
only if it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine aspects of the references to obtain the iavention. AppHcant respectfully asserts that 
Claims 1-5, 10-13 and 17 as amended are not obvious in view of Jacbos, Thorn and Scarberry. 
Applicant has amended claims 1,10 and 17 to further distinguish from the references cited by 
the examiner. Combining the references cited would not obtain the invention as described iu 
amended claims 1,10, and 17. As such, withdrawal of the rejections of claims 1, 10, and 17 is 
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respectfully requested. As claims 2-5, and 11-13 are dependent on claims 1 and 10 respectively, 
withdrawal of the rejections of these claims is also respectfully requested. No new matter has 
been added. Support for the amendments can be found page 11, lines 4-20 of the application as 
filed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 tJSC S103fa^; Tumev in view ofThom, Scarberrv% and Jacobs 

Examiner has rejected Claims 1-17 under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tumey in view of Thom, Scarberry, and Jacobs. A device is unpatentable under §103 only if it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine aspects of the references to obtain the invention. Applicant respectfully asserts that 
Claims 1-1 7, as amended are not obvious in view of Tumey, Thom, Scarberr, and Jacobs, and 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection. 

Similar to the arguments mentioned above, there is no motivation to combine the 
teachings of Tumey with the teachings of Thorn, Scarberry, and Jacobs in order to achieve the 
present invention as amended. 
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SIMIARY 



In view of the above, it is subrmtted that the claims are now in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections is hereby respectfully requested. Allowance of 
Claims 1 - 1 7 at an early date is solicited. 

If upon consideration of the above, the Examiner should feel that outstanding issues 
remain in the present appHcation that could be resolved, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number indicated to discuss resolution of such issues. 

Applicant respectfully requests favorable consideration. 



KINETIC CONCEPTS, INC. 

P.O. Box 659508 

San Antonio> Texas 78265-9508 

TEL; (210) 255-4543 

FAX: (210) 255^4440 




Nadeefa G. Briffi 
Reg, No. 42,361 
Attorney for the AppUcant 
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